252   old civilizations of the new world
fit In entirely with facts.* Recently, Doctor Tello
made a most remarkable discovery In the Nasea dis-
trict. A few miles from Pisco, on an out jutting
cape. In a barren desert waste among equally for-
bidding hills, lie discovered the remains of two great
cities. Here, exposed by the drifting sand, he found
massive buildings, houses, temples, walls and tombs
of beautifully cut pink porphyry. Though very lit-
tle of the remains has been uncovered or excavated,
enough has been done to prove that these prehistoric
cities were immense centers, the residences of thou-
sands of people, and though so close to the Nascan
district—actually within it, in fact—they are obvious-
ly the work of a distinct race and represent a different
civilization* Their pottery, sculptures, textiles, wood-
work, etc., are totally unlike those of the ISTascans or
any other prehistoric Peruvian race.
Excavations have proved that there were three dis-
tinct civilizations at these "pink" cities, the latest
Incan, the next older pre-Incan and the oldest the
unknown, immeasurably ancient civilization of the
district. Among the numerous objects obtained
from these oldest remains are vessels depicting llamas
with five toes on the front feet, Instead of two as in
the llamas of the present time. Moreover, skeletons
of five-toed llamas were found. This would seem to
prove that these prehistoric people lived In the dim
*It has been claimed by some authorities that during the interval between
the ancient pre-Incan (Tiahuanaean) and the Incan period, there was a time of
anarchy and internal warfare, and that, during this time, the Mochicas ar-
rived from southern Mexico or Central America and established the civiliza-
tions of Nasea, Chimu, Pachacamac, etc., superimposing their culture upon
that of the pre-Incans. Although there is so far no real proof in support of
this theory, yet the striking similarity of the Nascan sun-god and the Mexican
sun-god, together with the Chimu legends of a northern origin, indicate that
there may be a basis for the assumption.

